
Miller School of Albemarle 

History Department 

 

Capstone Project Protocol 

 

The History Department's Senior Seminar course offerings are designed to 

combine high-level instruction in an area of faculty expertise with extensive guided 

research in an area of student interest. Instructors will teach a survey of an historical 

field (Comparative Politics, Native American History, United States Civil War History), 

and help students determine an area of interest in the general (or an adjacent) field of 

study for further independent research. Each course will culminate with capstone 

projects, which allow students to apply the academic skills they have acquired 

throughout their time at the Miller School, in order to produce a work of college-level 

scholarship. By year’s end, students will have written a 15-20 page paper on their 

selected topic, defended their paper before a committee of faculty members, and given a 

20-30 minute presentation of their topic to their peers.  

Each seminar course will progress through the History Department’s Senior 

Capstone project scaffolding, which is the same for all senior capstone classes. The 

required elements of the senior capstone process are as follows.  

 

Semester I:  

Choosing a Topic and a Committee, Finding Sources, Topical Reading 

 

I. Topic Search and Literature Review  

A. The first stage involves a literature review. Students will begin the 

year by surveying the different topics in their field of study, and 

generate a list of 3-5 topics they are interested in investigating by 

progress reports in the first quarter. 
B. With the instructor’s help they will search for an introductory book 

or article on each topic. The first few weeks of the class will be 

dedicated to reading through those sources and settling on a topic 

for deeper investigation. Topics should be chosen by end of the first 

quarter. 
II. Annotated Bibliography and Prospectus 

A. In the second stage of the capstone course, seniors will engage in 

research in order to build an annotated bibliography. They will 

select a minimum of seven scholarly sources relevant to their 
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chosen topic. At least three must be primary sources. At least one 

must be a hard-copy book or article.  

B. Once students have found viable scholarly sources, they will 

compose a Chicago-style bibliography complete with annotations. 

These annotations need to include at least the following 

information: 

1. The type of source (letter, newspaper, scholarly monograph, 

pamphlet, memoir, photograph, etc.) 

2. Some details about the author. Are they a professional 

historian? Were they a witness to an historic event? What are 

they known for? 

3. Potential uses for the source in the paper. What sort of 

information or arguments are in the source that might cast 

light on the topic at hand?  

C. Once the annotated bibliography is completed, students will write a 

prospectus which includes  

1. The working thesis of their paper 

2. A short literature review which details what other scholars 

have written about the topic (1-2 pages) 

3. Potential obstacles the student expects to face, and how they 

plan to overcome those obstacles. Examples include: 

a) Resources: are enough sources available to properly 

investigate this topic? 

b) Organization: how will the paper be organized to 

make a coherent argument? 

c) Scope: is the topic large enough to write a 15-20 page 

paper, and small enough to be readily covered in that 

space? 

 

Both the bibliography and prospectus will be due by the end of the second quarter. 

 

III. Choosing a Committee.  

A. Once students have an approved topic and begun their 

bibliographies, they should submit requests to faculty members to 

sit on their Capstone Committees. Capstone Committees always 

include the instructor and must also include at least two other 

faculty members, who may be from any department. Duties of 

committee members include 

1. Reading the student’s final essay 

2 



2. Sitting on a panel for the student’s capstone paper defense  

3. Working in tandem with other committee members to give 

an oral defense grade.  

B. After speaking with teachers to make polite requests for committee 

service, students need to submit a formal Capstone Project 

Committee Form (provided by the Capstone Project Director) to the 

Capstone Project Director. The form must include the names of 

committee members, and the signatures of  

1. The student’s instructor  

2. The committee members 

3. The Capstone Project Director 

 

Semester II 

Writing the Essay, Defending Before Committee  

 

IV. Paper outline 

A. Once the bibliography and prospectus have been approved by the 

instructor, students will write an outline for their paper. The outline 

must include  

1. The paper’s claim and working introductory paragraph  

2. At least five major points to be used for sections of the paper 

3. An identification of at least three minor points for each of 

those sections. Possible minor topics could include such 

items as  

a) Relevant events 

b) Important historical figures 

c) Key ideas related to the topic 

d) Overview of historical eras 

B. The outline must be submitted with a revised bibliography which 

includes corrections based on instructor feedback. This 

bibliography does not need to include annotations.  

 

V. First draft. Due no later than the end of the third quarter. Student first 

drafts must include 

1. A minimum of 10 pages 

2. Proper MLA formatted in-text citations 

3. A proper MLA-style bibliography 

 

VI. Final Draft.   
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A. Final drafts will be graded for  

1. Strength of argument 

2. Proper use of sources 

3. Writing style  

4. Grammar 

5. Strength of sources 

6. 15-20 page window 

B. Submission to committee: After the course instructor is satisfied 

with the capstone essay, the student will submit the essay to all 

members of the committee at least two weeks before the scheduled 

defense date. The committee will read the paper and write 

comments and questions to be used in the defense 

 

VII. Defense (to be completed in the fourth quarter) 

A. Students will meet with their committees for a 35 minute defense of 

their paper.  

B. The primary purpose of the defense is to give the student an 

opportunity to explain their project, talk about their experience 

researching and writing, and dialogue about their topic with a panel 

of interested faculty. 

C. Committee members’ primary job is to ask the students questions 

about their experience, ask for explanation of unclear elements in 

the paper, and give the student an opportunity to display the 

knowledge they have acquired during their capstone course 

 

VIII. Presentation (to be completed in the fourth quarter) 

A. After the defense, students will give a presentation on their 

research.  

B. This presentation will be 20-30 minutes, and should outline the 

students’ findings.  

C. The primary purpose of the presentation is to give a public aspect to 

a student’s scholarship. Students should learn that the acquisition 

of knowledge can be placed in the service of the community, and 

should find ways to make the material they studied engaging, 

informative, and interesting to the audience. Presentations will 

include  

1. a hook 

2. project details 
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3. a summary (including a “take-away”: why does this topic 

matter?) 

D. The presenter will open the floor for questions at the end of the 

presentation 

 

 

 

Grading Breakdown and Assignment Timeline 

 

(1)      Homework readings and assignments (25%)  

(2) Unit Tests and Quizzes (25%) 

(3) Capstone Project (50%) 

(a)  Topic Selection                           (1st quarter) 

(b) Annotated Bibliography       (2nd quarter) 

(c)Prospectus                                    (2nd quarter) 

(d) Committee selection             (2nd quarter) 

(e)  Outline    (3rd quarter) 

(f)  First Draft     (3rd quarter) 

(g)Final Draft    (4th quarter) 

(h) Oral Defense    (4th quarter) 

(i) presentation               (4th quarter) 
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Miller School of Albemarle 

 Senior Seminar in Comparative Politics 

2017-2018 

Mr. Leary 

 

The aim of the Senior Seminar in Comparative Politics is to provide students with 

an in-depth understanding of the political structure and organization of the world’s 

varied governments, and to understand the cultural and historical forces that shaped 

them. The course will be structured into units and sub-units, each one built around a 

particular nation-state and or confederation. Beginning with the world’s preeminent 

democracies, the course will then move to an examination of mixed-regimes around the 

world, followed by the few remaining theocracies and conclude with modern 

autocracies, as well as examples of failed-states.  

Students will choose an area of special interest and spend the duration of the 

course engaged in research and writing on that topic. The final project for the class will 

be to produce a senior capstone paper on the chosen topic, choose a committee to review 

the paper, and defend the project in front of a panel.  

The capstone project will follow the history department’s senior capstone project 

scaffolding, which is the same for all senior capstone classes.  

 

 

Part I - Democracies the World Over  

Presidential Systems 

 Unit 1 - United States of America 

 Unit 2 - Japan 

Parliamentary Systems 

 Unit 3 - The United Kingdom 

 Unit 4 - Canada 

Democratic Confederations 

 Unit 5 - The European Union 

 

Part II - Mixed Regimes 

Former Communist Nations 

 Unit 6 - The Russian Federation 

Unitary Sovereign State 

 Unit 7 - The People’s Republic of China 

 

Part III - Middle East 
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Modern Monarchy 

 Unit 8  - Saudi Arabia 

Failed States 

 Unit 9 - Somalia 

Geo-cultural nations 

 Unit 10 - Kurdistan 
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Miller School of Albemarle 

 Senior Seminar in the History of the American Civil War 

2017-2018 

Mr. Riddick 

 

The aim of the Senior Seminar in Civil War History is to give students a deeper 

understanding of American history through a combination of focused topical study and 

higher-level independent research. In the course students will study a variety of subjects 

related to the Civil War, including U.S. Constitutional theory, racial history and 

relations, debates over the culture of the Old South and the Antebellum North, military 

history, and the economics systems of the newly industrialized world.  

Students will choose an area of special interest and spend the duration of the 

course engaged in research and writing on that topic. The final project for the class will 

be to produce a senior capstone paper on the chosen topic, choose a committee to review 

the paper, and defend the project in front of a panel.  

The capstone project will follow the history department’s senior capstone project 

scaffolding, which is the same for all senior capstone classes.  

 

 

Readings: Bruce Catton, The Civil War (American Heritage Library) 

James McPherson, What They Fought For (Holt McDougal)  

Gallagher, Gary W., The Confederate War (Harvard University 

Press) 

Web Sites: Ed Ayers & Will Thomas, The Valley of the Shadow  

http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/vshadow2/choosepart.html 

Requirements: 

Above readings and web sites 

 

One Book review1 20% 

Six Weeks Tests (3)2 50%  

Battle Group Project3 20% 

Class Participation 4 10% 

Battlefield Visit Extra Credit (test grade) 

 

Topic: Readings: 

The House Divided Catton, Ch 1 

John Brown  

The Election of 1860 

Secessionists Catton, Ch 2 
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Valley Site 

Clash of Amateur Armies. Catton, Ch 3  

Real Warfare Begins. Catton, Ch 4  

The War in Virginia Moore 

The Armies. Catton, Ch 10  

Why They Fought. McPherson 

The High Water Mark of the CSA Catton, Chs 6, 8 

Diplomacy: King Cotton & King Wheat. Catton, Ch 7 

The Politics of War. Catton, Ch 14 

The Confederate War Gallagher 

The economics of growth & destruction. Catton, Ch 5, 11, 13 

Emancipation. Catton, Ch 12 

A Woman’s War. Museum of the Confederacy  

Total War. Catton, Ch 15 

Victory and defeat. Catton, Chs 16, 17 

Sound of Distant Drums. Catton, Chs 18, 19 

 
1 
Book review titles must be submitted for teacher approval within the first two-weeks of the class.  The 

author must have been a participant or observer of the Civil War. 

 
2 
Six-weeks tests during final week of each grading period.  Format: Essays & ID’s. 

 
3 
Battle Project will be a three-student group project with a classroom PowerPoint presentation. 

 
4 

Seminar style class – If you do not participate, I will assume that you are not prepared or are not 

interested, and your grade will reflect my assumptions.  Come to class ready to participate! 

 

Civil War Battle Project 

1. Three students per group. 

2. Select a battle with instructor’s approval. 

The Classroom Presentation 

3. Northern military strategy, tactics, & movements. 

4. Southern military strategy, tactics & movements. 

5. Significance of the battle to the outcome of the war. 

6. Visual (PowerPoint) 

 

Map 

Pictures 

Drawings 

Photos 

 

7. People. 

 

8. Voices of the combatants. 

9. Works Cited 

10 



 Senior Seminar in Native American History 

2017-2018 

Mr. Wawner 

 

The aim of the Senior Seminar in Native American History is to provide students 

with an in-depth understanding of the history of the tribes of North America before 

contact with European settlers, and through American westward expansion to the 

modern day reservation.  The course will be structured into units focusing on Native 

American lifestyles broken down by geographic region and the devolution of tribes 

across the country after contact with European and American Settlers.  Students will 

choose an area of special interest and spend the duration of the course engaged in 

research and writing on that topic. The final project for the class will be to produce a 

senior capstone paper on the chosen topic, choose a committee to review the paper, and 

defend the project in front of a panel.  

The capstone project will follow the history department’s senior capstone project 

scaffolding, which is the same for all senior capstone classes.  

 

 

Readings: 

● Thomas, David Hurst et. al. The Native Americans: An Illustrated History 

(this will serve as our textbook) 

● Brown, Dee.  Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the 

American West 

● Alexie, Sherman. The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven 

 

Part I - Pre Contact Native American Lifestyles pre 1492 

● Dispersion across the continent 

● Agriculture, Resources and lifestyle practices 

● Religion and Language 

 

Part II - Tribes by Region 

● Northeast- Iroquois, Cree, Huron, etc 

■ New England Settlements 

● Plains and Northwest- Sioux, Cheyenne, Crow, Pawnee, Shoshone, Nez Perce 

● Southwest- Navajo, Apache, Comanche, Hopi, Zuni 

● Southeast- Cherokee, Choctaw, Seminole, Apalachee 
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Part III - European Contact post 1492 

● First Contact 

● European/Native Relations and Settlements 

● Disease and War 

● Buffalo and the Rise of Nomads 

 

Part IV - Rebellion, Treaties and Removal 

● Indian rebellion and uprisings 

● U.S. Government Treaties and Promises 

● Removal Policies and Relocation- Trail of Tears 

 

Part V - Expansion West 

● Gold, Calvary and the “Wild West” 

● Battles and Massacres 

● Formation of reservations and Indian Schooling 

 

Part IV - Indians in Modern America 

● Modern Reservations, Sovereignty and Indian Law 

● Issues of the Oppressed- alcohol, casinos, caricatures and government subsidies 

● 21st Century Indian Nations and current events 
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